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to believe in an attitude of mind that would enable a
man to go through that terrible ordeal without men-
tioning a fact which, whatever the ' blame' of his
conduct in Germany may have been, was bound to
tell in his favour and save him, maybe, from a dreadful
fate. Such, at least, is the plea urged in his behalf
by his friends, and backed by substantial evidence.1
But it found little acceptance in England. People on
this side of the Channel could not believe that an
Irishman would rather be hung than state publicly
that he had tried to stop the Sinn Fein rising, and so
seem to blame his fellow-countrymen in their failure
and defeat. And inability to understand this fact is
significant of one of those mental barriers which make
it so difficult for English rulers and officials to adjust
their strict notions of the divinity of law and order to
what is to them the old idiosyncrasies of the Irish
temperament.
1 It is stated that on 6th April Casement was in a Nursing Home
in Germany, when he heard through a spy's report that there was
going to be a rising in Ireland. He went straight to Berlin, where
with great difficulty he got a submarine to take him to Ireland. The
submarine broke down off Heligoland and he had to wait for some
days to get another. His object in going was to stop the rising.
The captain of the second submarine did not know Ireland, and
landed him on a part of the coast where he was subsequently arrested,
as recorded at his trial. Casement begged to be allowed to communi-
cate with the leaders to try to stop the rising, but was not allowed.
He succeeded, however, in confiding a message through Father
F. M. Ryan, O.P., who testified as follows in a letter to Mr. Gavan
Duffy, the solicitor for the defence :—
ROSCREA, CO. TlPPERARY,
July 12, 1916.
dear mr. gavan duffy,—Sir Roger Casement saw me in
Tralee on April 21, and told me he had come to Ireland to stop the
rebellion then impending.
He asked me to conceal his identity, as well as his object in
coming, until he should have left Tralee, lest any attempt.should
be made to rescue him. On the other hand, he was very anxious
that I should spread the news broadcast after he had left. Sincerely
yours,	(Signed) F. M. ryan, Q,P.

